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Connell, J. P., & Spencer, M. B. (1994). Educational risk and resilience in african-american youth: Context, self, action, and outcomes in school. Child Development, 65(2), 493-506. 
Addressing the lack of research into the differences between African-American youth who succeed educationally and those who do not, this study analyzes those differences and applies a theoretical model that the authors suggest can be used to support program and policy development in this area. The study used a general model that is compatible with three respected theories of human development: motivational and self-systems (M-SS), identity and cultural- ecological (IC-E), and developmental risk (DR) theories to explore the role of context, self, and action in the positive or negative outcomes realized by the youth in three different samples of African-American youth (upstate New York, Atlanta, and New York City/Baltimore/Washington DC). Findings from this study support the validity of the general model and suggest that the measured parameters have greater impact on educational success or failure than do family or neighborhood economic factors or gender. The study is part of a larger collaboration of interdisciplinary scholars focused on studying the effects of neighborhood poverty on family and individual development. Factors such as ethnicity, gender, family structure, and economic variables are also being studied by the collaboration. While the study authors openly address the lack of predictive or causal applications of their research, their work does have the potential for practical application. This study identifies specific areas of focus for programs and policies and provides theoretical support for effective strategies that target at-risk African- American youth. 
Keys, S. G., Bemak, F., & Lockhart, E. J. (1998). Transforming school counseling to serve the mental health needs of at-risk youth. Journal of Counseling & Development, 76(4), 381. 
The authors of this article argue that the current models under which school counselors are asked to work are antiquated and inadequate for meeting the needs of youth at risk of school failure. In the article, they describe the problem with the current model, suggest changes, and discuss potential barriers. Putting the school counseling system in the context of changes in the expectations for school counselors, the authors suggest that the comprehensive developmental framework currently employed by most schools has shortcomings in and of itself, as well as in how it is implemented. The authors argue that the model is too broad, that typical strategies used have dubious value or effectiveness, that crucial multidisciplinary strategies are not employed, that mental health needs are not used as the focus for program development, and finally that school counselors are diminished by the term “guidance counselor.” The authors provide a robust discussion of changes that could be implemented as well as a realistic assessment of barriers that schools exploring change would face. They argue that the role and delivery of school counseling has changed over time and that current conditions warrant yet another change. The points raised are well supported and provocative and the authors’ specificity in their recommendations make this a very valuable resource for the discussion of program design. One potential drawback is that the article was published in 1998 and the data being analyzed is even older. If used, the data would need to be compared to more current research to ensure the findings are still valid. 
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Connell, J. P., & Spencer, M. B. (1994). Educational risk and resilience in African-American 
youth: Context, self, action, and outcomes in school. Child Development, 65(2), 493-506. While not readily apparent, this 
APA formatting not followed. 
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annotation is almost entirely 
This study examined the empirical validity of a model of human motivation as it applies to 
taken from the abstract. A few words have been changed, but it 
school success and failure in 3 independent samples of 10 to 16-year-old African-American 
is not the words of the paper’s author. 
youth. Specifically the researchers assessed how indicators of context, self, and action relate to measures of risk and resilient outcomes in school in 3 different samples. The data supported a reciprocal path from action to context, suggesting that youth who show more disaffected patterns of behavior and emotion in school experience less support from their families than those reporting more engaged patterns of action. This is a very interesting study for people interested in motivation and risk specific to African-American youth. 
[image: page5image149962096]
Keys, S. G., Bemak, F., & Lockhart, E. J. (1998). Transforming school counseling to serve the 
mental health needs of at-risk youth. Journal of Counseling & Development, 76(4), 381. resource. 
This article makes a case for changing the model for school counseling. The article claims that school counselors are stuck in the 70s and need to change the way they interact with students if they are going to make a different for at-risk students. The article brings up some good points and will be helpful in my own research, particularly because it was easier to read than some of the more research oriented articles I came across. The article is a little dated, but because it supports the ideas I am exploring, that should be overlooked. 
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